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. A New York Judge has decided that

. & wife cannot rifle her husband’s pock-
ets. A like declsion against the hus-
bands is unnecessary for obvious rea-

It is reported that the prune business
has been overdone in Santa Clara Val-

A farmer Is said to have applied for
for & «divorce from his wife on the
ground that she cannot split half the

Overburdened people have hitherto
looked upen a sea voyage as a sure es-
cape to days of rest; but wireless tel-
egraphy now opens the terrible possibil-
ity of dally papers printed upon ocean
steamiphips, and recelving news from
both sides. Long ago the apostle spoke
of “Inventors of evil things.” Although
wireless telegraphy will have many
worthy uses, the Evil Thing would be
2 good name for 8 midocean newspaper.

From the time of 8t. Paunl's young
man of Troas to the recent death of the
~ gifted son of the Secretary of State,

records of fatalities from falling out of
upper windows are not uncominon.
They aggregate a warning that ought
to be heeded against the frequent prac-
tice of sitting in an open window when
one Is sleepy. Even to the sufferer from
sleeplessness, the cool night air often
brings moments of drowsiness and con-
sequent loss of equilibrium,

It is a common misapprehension
among people who know nothing about
farming that anybody can be turned
into a useful farmer or farm hand at a
moment's notice, but any farmer will
tell you that “5,000 of the unemployed
| ~ men of the metropolis” dumped, with-
out experience or aptitude, on a farm-
ing section would be as useful and de-
sirable as 5,000 woodchoppers dumped
B = ot into steel rolling mills or 5,000 plow
t : bands dumped into a cigar factory or
5,000 gallors put to setting type in
printing offices.

That baseball s a rest-cure s the
thesis plausibly defended by a Western
paper, which suggests that the enthusi-
asts who support It do not do so be-
cause, as they affirm, they “like the
L gaume.” If they liked the game they
would want to play it, just as a fisher-
man wanis to fish and not to watch
some other fellow. What they really
enjoy Is the opportunity to relax—to
yell, gesticulate, talk nonsense, and act
in & way that, If they duplicated the
performance on the street, wonld ex-
pose them to suspelon of lnsanity. Of
course. To get away from convention-
nlity and honestly to act out his emo-
' tions does a man good sometimes. Bet-
1. ter for im to do It at the expense of &
.. “professional,” who Is pald to be yelled
at, than to stretch his lungs against

g the peace of lis friends or his family.
I -
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i The increased Interest which wom-

en of the present day take in public
matters Is well shown by the number
of *“Current-Topic Classes” which
have come into existence within a
few years. The purpose Is to gain a
reasonnble knowledge of the great
questions of the day. There may be
few members or many, and wide dif-
ferences of opinion may, and, In fact,
usually do, exist within the class; but
that does not matter. Omnce a weelk,
or once In two weeks, the members
meet, and a teacher, or leader, pre-
sents matters of public Interest and
i Importance as clearly and extensively
S e as possible. Afterward questions are
' asked and answered, and the discussion

- becomes general. The success of such
T an assoclation depends much wpon the
- ~ mbility of the teacher, who may be

& - some ome hired for the purpose, or a
o i member who has enjoyed greater edu-
r : eational sfivantages and has more
felaure than her fellows. It Is not nec-
= essary that the presentation of matters

under discussion be colorless. Quite

as good results are often  obtailned

when the leader expresses hls or her

own convictions, The object Is not

= merely to form an opinion on such evl-
dence as may be presented at the meet-

1 ings, but to learn what Is the prevafl.
L . ing opinfon of those who have glven
the subject most attentlon and are

best qualified to judge. Nevertheless

the leader should be fair and capable

/ of seeing both sides of the matter.
Current-toplc classes are more common
in the cities than In the couniry. It
ought to be Just the other way, for the
towns and small villages ofer less va-
riety of entertainment and instruction,
and such assoclations as these may be
made a valunble means of intellectual
stimuins and diversion. The cost need
- be ltle or nothing, for there Is hard-
; Iy & village in the United States so
: ] . small that it does not harbor at least

-

e g - one man or woman capable of leading
-' — such & class, and willing to do It with-
F " 'q_';': ] out charge.
g e

L \ It 1= & Eingular fact that the catly le-
r - gation bulldings owned by the Tnited
=% States Government are those In the
- capituls of China and Japan. #n capi-
i v tals of other countries Uncle §dm pays
ok S rent, although it is belleved that he
F ' . N does not save money by the operation,

This country would not own its lega-
tion real estate in Toklo ard Pekin,
doubtless, had not the site# been pre
sénted by Japan and Ching respective-
iy.~ Even with the free lmi\l to begin
with, Congress would not bulld a home
for the American minister to Japan.
He was thercfore compell=d to erect a
legation bullding at hls own expense.
It was a good luvestmens however, be-
e cause for thirty years or more he rented

) it to his suceessors at a rate that paid
= _ him an excellent rate of Interest. Two
' “or three years ago be refused to make

bullding. The legation building at
Pekin was erected by the United States
Gorvernment st a small cost, and glnce
then othér ipexpensive Louses have
been put up for offices, but the accom-

., modations have been inconvenient and

unnecessarily humble, The late Con-
gress authorized the erection of a lega-

with the prominent position this coun-
try bas taken In Chinese affalrs. Forty
thousand dollars will be spent In ne-
guiring additional ground and laying
the foundation for the new building.
It is characteristic of American deal-
Ings with weak natlons that the Presi-
dent has instructed the Pekin legation
to pay a falr price for the land, al-
though the European governments

“have simply coufiscated the property

they want.

Few Americans will dispute Sir
Thomas Lipton's statement that the
American boy is better able to make
his way in the world than the English
boy, and that this Is partly because he
is allowed to shift for himself at an
earller age, This is not the only reason,
however, One ascribes the superior
powers of the American boy to the
blended blood of many races that flows
In his veins. Another thinks the Amer-
jcan mother and the Iinspiration of
wholesome home training are to be
credited with the boy’s ambitions. Oth-
ers belleve the climate has something
to do with the character of the Ameri-
ean boy, by causing earller maturity,
whilemany mention the superior oppor-
tunities for education and for employ-
ment existing in the Unlted States. All
these causes undoubtedly are at work
in producing the self-rellant and manly
type of boy admired by Sir Thomas
Lipton, though all are by no means of
equal importance. The mixture of
races has had a beneficlal effect, but
still more significant is the fact that it
Is a mixture of the more daring and ad-
venturous elements In each race. It
requires courage and & ploneering
spirit to seek a home In a new conti-
nent. Americea has been a magnet for
individuals of this pecullar tempera-
ment from the days of the settlement
of Jamestown and Massachusetts Bay
to the present hour, It was the hard
schooling rather than the mingling of
races that created the alert American
type of boyhood and manhood. Many of
our most successful men have sprung
from pure English stock in New Eng-
land or Virginla, or from German or
other blood practically unmixed. The
influence of the more stlmulating
Ameriean climate undoubtedly may be
seen, but this Is a force that requires
generations to show Its effects. More
important than any other single ele-
ment in producing the “savolr falre™ of
the American boy {8 that of opportu-
nity. From the earliest days there was
more work to be done in Ameriea than
the men could do alone. The boy was
needed and was expected to work. The
conditions were such that the boy
nelther could nor would stay at home
and “live off” his parents to the extent
that English boys do and must under
present conditions. The abounding op-
portunities of the new world naturally
evolved a self-reliant type of manhood,
alert, ndaptable, Ingenious, fearless of
obstacles or dangers—a type rich In in-
ventive genlus rather than In scholarly
attainments,. The American comes
naturally by these qualities, both by
birth and by traloing. In thls country
the young man is trusted with grenter
responsibility than he Is in Euwrope.
Thizs has given our Industries the mo-
bility and aggressivencss which seem
s0 disconcerting to our stald European
rivals. Whether this early brilllaney
of the Ameriean youth foreshadows an
earller loss of grip is a debatable
guestion. It Is true that a man past
the age of G0 has a poorer chance of
employment in the United States than
in Europe, but hls entrlier opportuni-
tles may compensate for this. How-
ever that may be, the present is the
young man's age In this country, and
he 1s more capible of carrying his
large responsibilities than the youth of
any other country. The old country
puts faith in old men; the new country
puts faith In young men.

THE BEAUTIFUL MRS. CALDERON

Charming Wife of the Peruvian Min-
ister at Washington,

Mrs. Calderon, the wife of the Peru-
vian minister at Washington, is a com-
paratively recent addition to the diplo-
matle set. Her hushand was appolnted
to the post less than a year ago, and
they came to Washington from Europe,
where Minlster Calderon had business
Interests. Mrs, Calderon has seven In-

NRS&. CALDERON.

teresting children, who speak Spanlsh,
French, Germman and English with ease,
and these, together with two nephews,
visiting her at present, constitute a
erowd of young people of whom she I8

voted South Amerlean mother. The
Calderon residence In Washington Is
on Massachusetts avenue and is ope
of the most popular gathering places
for old aud young of the diplomats’
families.

Turkish Babies.

The Tuorkish mother loads her child
with amulets as soon as it is born, and a
small bit of mud steeped In hot water,
prepared by previous charms, Is stuck
on ite forehead.

Love in a cottage is all very well

ns long as the Sour barrel isn't empty,

tion bullding at Pekin commensurate ||

extremely proud. She Is a typleally de- |
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o . : necessary repalrs, and Congress | FIVE TIMES PRESIDENT OF THE CHICAGO BOARD OF TRADE IS FOR MOTHER
St JObBS Hefald appropriated the money for a Dew y ! : Y i S.
— - ow One Waorried Her Child

on a Warm Day.

| William T Baker

On one of the tralns entering New
' York last Saturday a woman afforded
|'her fellow-passengers an unconsclous
, but powerful object lesson. With the
woman was a little girl about 6 years
lold. The day was warm, and through
| | the open windows the dust drifted in a
fine gray cloud. Every passenger was
|exceedingly uncomfortable, but each

of that suffering child.

‘ The mother began operations by seat-
{ing her little daughter beslde her with
rattle. Then at intervals of one or two
|mlnutes during the weary journey she
paid the child these maternal atten-
|tions: She took off ber hat; -she
smoothed her hair; she put on the hat
again; she removed the child's little
Jacket, and put It back on again; she

face with her handkerchief; she re-
moved an jmaginary cinder from her

|she took off and retied the ribbon on
lher hair; she stood her up and

| bow at her neck and retied it.

| looked on. The child accepted the sit-
uation with grim endurance. Evident-
!ly she had been used to it all of her
short life. The world to her was &
! strange place where mothers exhausted
 their nervous energy In useless atten-
 tions to little girls. Her small face was
| pawsetically sad and tired. When the
{journey’s end was reached she rose
;wenrily. was put through it all once

more and got languldly off the car.

tion.

Federation.

Washington.

the office three successive years.
sented.

Forty years ago last March W. T. Baker joined the Chicago Board of Trade, |
and ever since has lived the strenuous life of sn active member of that associa-
He has done other things as well. He succeeded Lyman J. Gage as presi-
dent of the World’s Columbisn Exposition after having been one of its directors
for a year anid also chairman of the committee on foreign exhibits. He was elect-
ed for a second term as president of the fair, but illness compelled his resignation
snd Mr. Higinbotham succeeded him. He was also vice-president of the Civic
On *Change his interests have so invariably been on the side of
higher prices that there is a legend around the board to the effect that the only
property that ever fell after he bonght it was the water in Snoqualmie Falls, in
Mr. Baker has been five times elected president of the Board of
Trade, serving in 1800, 1801, 1885, 1593 and 1897, the only man who ever held
He counld have had it a fourth year had he con-

| Among those who watched the scene
was a prominent New York specialist
In nervous diseases. He turned to the
writer and summed up the entire situa-
| tion in one sentence which has in it a
sermon for every American mother,

“Bach touch,” he said grimly,
| “pushes that child a little nearer to the
doors of the sanitarium thdt will some
day open for her."

There were other mothers on the
train. Perhaps they took the lesson
home.—Harper's Bazar,

HUMAN FINGER PRINTS.

Ihere Are Poasible Drawbacks to Their
Valune in Identification.

The constancy of human finger prints
has chiefly been discussed in connec-
tlon with the {dentification of criminals,
Assuming that the evidence of finger
prints Is to be admissible In criminal
proceedings, it wiil be not only neces-
sary to prove that lo the case of the
same man the finger prints remaln un-
altered, but that no two persons have
identlcal finger prints. Where Is the
evidence of this?

There are propably 1,600,000,000 men
and women on the earth. Can we sup-
pose that no two of these have identleal
finger prints? Nor indeéd Is this all
We may be comparing the finger priuts
of u living man with those of one who
hng been dead for years past, and the
doctrine of heredity might lead us to
expect to find slmilar finger prints In
the case of parents and children and of
different children of the snme parents.
It Is, at all events, certaln that If this
finger print system were onece Intro-
duced Into our courts of justice there
would be any amount of wrangling as
to whether they were identical or only
glmilar—experts contradicting each
other and involving the whole subject
In confusion.

Moreover, professlonnl eriminals
would probably soon find some mode of
altering their finger prints, No doubt
if the person who committed o erlme—
a murder, for example—has left the Im-
print of his fingers on anything It may
prove an important clew, but the same
thing may be sald of the hmprint of Lis
boots or shoes. But a clew Is one thing
and a proof s another thing.

Let me point out another difficulty. In
a country where there are a large num-
ber of criminals whose finger prints are
collected, the number of these will soon
be very large. How long would it take
to examine this collectlon in order to
find out whether any of them corre-
sponded accurately with the finger
prints of the man who is now accused?
The task would, I think, be a hopeless
one.

That fmger prints may be lmportant
In the detectlon of erime whenever the
eriminal has left the print of his fin-
gers behind him I do not dispute, but
without much stronger evidence than
we now possess that no two persons
have undistingulshable finger prints
such evidence ought never to be per-
mitted to outwelgh what appeared to
be a tolerably satisfactory alibli—
Knowledge.

The Plethoric Picnic Pie,

That the joyous picnle season does
not bring peace and happiness to all
allke Is clearly shown by a composition
|ernen on the subject by a girl in a
1 New York high school:
| “May parties will soon be ripe, and
| the June walk season will follow hard
(upon. The difference between a May
party and a June walk is a simple
matter of chromology. Each has its
queen of brief authority and Its chap-

eron of absolute sway. Each has also Hue Hosos.

its hamper, which is as deadly an ene- | Flower-faking, or “doping,” as it is
my to the Manhattan populace as the generally called, Is one of the most
frying-pan to the Kansas farm band. | profitable swindles that can be pric-
I took an inventory of one of these ticed upon unsuspecting people. Dur-
hampers last year, and as 1 was a | Iog the last two or three years it has
member of the physlology class at the | become more and more general, and at

time, it startled me out of a session’s | the present time hundreds of men are

growth, at work in different parts of the coun-
“When the hamper was opened the LIy transforming cheap plants into ap-

| chaperon drew forth one bag of sand- Parently valuable specimens, which are

wiches and one ple; one bottle of pick- eagerly bought by people who have lit-

les, one ple; one sponge cake, one pie; | tle knowledge of horticulture. One of |

the most common tricks Iz the artificial

irorgot his discomfort in the spectacle g

|a thump that made the Infant’s teeth

straightened her collar; she wiped her |
eye; she smoothed her hair again; she |
smoothed her down; she unfastened the

‘ Over and over she followed this pro-
gram, while the awe-struck passengers

VACATION TIME.

I/
¥

THE SIAMESE TWINS.

' Freaka that Were the Subjoct of Much
l Curiosity n Generation Ago.

To most people nowadays the Slam-
| ese twins are a name and nothing more,
public knowledge of them ending with
the fact that they were jolned to each
| other through life by some kind of nat-
Ium! Hlgament. But a generation ago
| these extraordinary freaks were the
| subject of mueh curiosity and research.
They were born in Siam in 1811 of a
Chinese father and a China-Siamese
mother, and named Eng, “right,” and
Chang, “left.” Their bodies were Join-
ed by a thick fleshy lignment from the
lower end of the breastbone of each.
The substance was hard, being, in fact,
| prolongation of the cartilage of the
breastbone. The whole of this cord was
covered by the skin. It was remarkably
strong, and had no great sensibility, for
they allowed themselves to be pulled
by a rope fastened to it, without ex.

one roast chicken, one pie; one bottle of |

coloring of flowers by means of chem- | hibiting uneasiness. The slightest Im-

lemon julce, one ple; one bag of assort-
ed cookles, one ple; one dozen dough-  leals.
nuts, one pie; one package of biscuits | Numbers of people have bought con-
and one ple. This was all, except that | Volvulus with black blooms at high
there were a few extra ples at the bot- | Prices under the bellef that it was a
tom, for the purpose, I suppose, of VEry rare plant, and in the same way
forestalling famine. blue roses and colored hyacinths and
“The chaperon wondered after lunch. | lilles have found a ready sale. Those |
eon why the girls and boys didn't enter | are all produced by chemieals, and, as )
into thelr play with as much zest as 8 rule, the flowers witherin a few days.
they did when they first arrived at the | It has been discovered that camellias
park. I dido't. | was studylng natu- | grown In earth mixed with resin show
ral history at the time, and only a few | fine veins of coral red on thelr white
days before n lucid explanation had | petals. Earth wmixed with iroft filings |
been glven why the boa constrietor | will also color some flowers blue, and |
takes a month’s nap after dining on | pansles take on wonderful hues when
far more digestible food than anything | their stems are dipped in aniline dyes,

| pulse of one to move in any direction
‘ was lmmediately followed by the other,
50 that they appeared to be influenced

I saw In Central Park that day.”

Concert on Wife's Grave.

Out of respect for the memory of his
wife, Jesse Mitehell played twenty-sev-
en pleces of musle over her grave in |
Pittston Cemetery. She dled a year
ago, The strange concert was witnessed
by a large crowd, among them a num-
ber of boys who Jeered at Mitchell
Others guarded the bereaved man as he
gat upon the newly made mound and
played the Scottish bagplipe for an hour.
—Pittston correspondent Philadelphia
North American. |

Science Versus the Rat Pest '

One of the professors at the Pasteur
Institute In Paris has discovered a mi-
crobe that breeds a pestilence among
rats. Specimens of It have been tested
on farms and In warehouses with sue-
ce=ss, In one-half the cases the whole
colony of rats was destroyed; In otber
eases, the number was greatly reduced.
Thus sclence will take the place of na-
ture and the occupation of the cats will
be gone, |

& A Trune Story.

She (refiding lazily)—Why Is It that
this mnewspaper calls its column
“Through the Mleroscope?”

He (lghting a fresh cigar)—Beecause
of the—(puff) prodigious enlargement
requisite—(puff, puff)—to see the point
to most of the stuff that appears under
it.—Indianapolis Press.

City and Country. [
New York pow leads all the other
States in the predominence of its clty
over its country population. Of every
100 inhabitants of the Empire State, 77
live in citles and towns. The percent-
age of the population living In ecltles
and towns for the whole country is
only 47,

WINNER OF THE AUTOMOBILE RACE
‘ BETWEEN PARIS AND BERLIN.

on his machine,

road at express train speed.

Heari Fournfer, the winner of the automobile race from Puris to Berlin, has |
long been known on the continent as the king of the auntomaobilists,
| used a petrolenm tricycle for his road work. With 8 machine of 1Y-horse power

he made an average of more than forty miles an hour at a time when autome-

biles were the merest novelties. Thus it will be seen that he was no new hand ia
the big race which has just been wom at Berlin. Fournier is a veritable spectacle
He flies along with bulging eyes cast groundward, hair stream-
ing v the wind, and his motor pufng like mad under him.
to these hazardous trips that be is perfectly oool while traveling over a counltyy

He firat

He is so nccustomed

aixd all these methods bave been taken
advantage of by the flower “dopers.”
The “rare” flowers are generally sold
by hawkers who call from door to door,
and who obtaln thelr supplies regularly
from the “doper,” who bas his head-
guarters near some large town.

i u'._w.‘_‘“_
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State to Own Utilities.

Accordin gto authoritative announce-
ments, the government of Canada bhas
decided to nationalize the telegraphs
and the telephones of the dominion,
The business elements are sald to be
nearly nanimous in support of this re- |
form. The government counts on an an-
pual surplus of some $7.000,000, and its
Income Is lncreasing under the unusual
prosperity of the country. It bas, there- | —.
fore, become possible to take the step by the same wish. This harmony in
contemplated for years, but heretofore thelr movements wuas a habit, formed
precluded by lack of avallable funds. by necessity.
The government already operiates 50me| They never held consultation as to
small telegraph lines, and not unsue- | thelr movements. Indeed, they seldom
cessfully. The telephones, If taken Spoke to each other, although they con-

THE BIAMERE TWINA

over at the same time as the telegraph, I
will be placed In the hands of the re-
spective municipalities to be managed

' by them, It is hardly necessary to add

that the employes of the companies are
anxious to become the servants of the
State, knowing, as they do, that from
the government they would secure bet-
ter terms and greater consideration.
Canada is only following the example
of Great Britain In this respect. The
telegraph was natlonalized in Eugland
about thirty years ago, and while there
have been complaints of inefficiency,
red tape and lack of progressive spirit
on the part of the postoffice depart-
ment, which controls it, there is no agi-
tation in favor of a return to operation
by private companies.—Chautauquan,

Carry Your Dinner in Your Purse,

A restaurant for concentrated food is
to be started In Paris by an enterpris-
ing French chel. The bhappy diner will
enjoy a menu of tabletolds. From the
hors d'oeuvres to dessert his entire
meal will be presented to him In a few
square lnches.

In this way a busy man will be able
to eat his dinner in a few minutes and
carry it about with him in bis waist-
coat pocket to swallow In spare mao-
ments.

Australian Apples:

Parts of Australia are becoming live-
Iy rivals to Capada and the United
states In the European apple trade.
Tagmania, especially, has been found a
first-class apple-ralsing country. There
are 8,375 acres lu apple orchards there
and the product In 1809 was 363,915
bushels.

Seen Across the Channel.

The alr In the English channel was
go clear one day recently that the dome
of Boulogne cathedral, twenty-elght
miles away, could be clearly seen from
Dover with the naked eye.

The jealousy of a small Individual re-
minds one of a bottle of ginger popina
state of rebelllon.

Flattery Is 2 mask assumed for 8 pur | Ohang suffered s paraiytic stroke in

. !

versed constantly with a Siamese lad
who was their companion. They al-
ways faced in one direction; standing
pearly side by side, and were not able,
without inconvenlence, to face in op-
posite directions, so that one wus al-
ways at the right, the other at the left.
Although not placed exactly In a paral-
lel line, they were able to run and leap
! with surprising activity.

They were quite ¢heerful; appeared
intelligent; attending to whatever was
presented to them, and readily ac-
knowledging any civility. As a proof
of their intelligence, it is stated that in
a few days they learned to play
draughts well enough to become antag-
onists of those who were versed In the
game. They sometimes piayed with
each other, and It was poticed that
| when one made a bad move the other
would sometimes correct It, and pro-
“pose that It should be taken back.

" They differed in Intellectual vigor.
The perceptions of one Were more Acute
than those of the other; and there was
a corresponding difference in moral
qualities. He who appeared most in-
telllgent was somewhat Irritable in
temper; while the disposition of the
'othar was extremely mild.

They were inclined to sleep about the
same time, eat about the same quantl-
ty, and perform other acts with great
similarity. There was no part of them
which had a common perception, except
the middle of the connecting cord and a
space near it, When a pointed Instru-
ment was applied precisely in the mid-
dle of the cord it was felt by both; and
also for about an inch on each sice, be-
yond which the lmpression was limited
to the individual of the side touched.

The pulsations of the hearts of both
| colncided exactly umder ordinary eir-
| umstances, and thelr respirations
were, in consequence, slmulisneous.

The twins were exhibited in Europe
and America a nnmber of times, and

| ultimately settled In the State of Penn-
{ sylvania. They married two sisters and
had large families of children, none of
whom exhiblted any malformation.

with a disease of the lungs. He died
unexpectedly while his brother was
asleep, and Eng died a few hours af-
terwards. )
The Siamese twins attracted great at-
tentlon during their lifetime, particn-
larly from physiologists and medical
men, some of whom thought that the
ligament connecting them might have
been cut without causing the death of
either. Bl .

TOWN BOYS THE “FARMERS."

Far Leas Quick and Observant than
= the Conntry Children.
Principal Thomas W. Boyce of the:

First Distrlet school, is of the bellef .

that elty children zre the real “farm-

ers,” in the mattgr of observation. The
country cousin has long been scoffed at
for hls open-mowthed wonder at what
to his city-bred playmates are objects
of every-day knowledge, and plenly
have Deen the jokes sprung at the ex-
pense of the country gawk upon his
visits to the cliy. But now the tables
are turned and the city boys and girls
may well look out for their laurels ltn
world-wise youngsters. -

“We bave been reading ‘Smow
Bound’ In our eighth grade recently,”
suid Mr. Boyee, “and It Is a matier of
surprise and wonderment to note how
little the children know about farm
life and nature. Some pussages which
one would think every Intelligent boy
or girl of 14 or 15 yeuars of age ouzht
to know leave a perfect blunk o the
minds of the eity scholars.

“Take, for Instance, the passage, “Tle

oxen hooked, and lashed their tails’

The scholars could not lmagine what

‘hooked’ meant., They thought that

the word hook meant to shatel, to

steal, to grab, to swipe, but not ons
associated the word with the tossing
of the horns the impatient boutes. -

The passage bing the well sweep

‘like Pisa’'s leaning miracle’ was so

much Greek to Zgem. Although they

undersiood the reference to the lenaning
towerof Pisa, they kifew nothing ofthe
old-fashloned well sweep, “The sun-elr-
cled day, portent of the storm,’ they had
never seen. They expostulated at be-
lieving such a thing. *You eannot look
at the sun,” they said. “It is too bright.

It hurts your eyes.'

“Now, I venture to say that there s
not a boy In this State who has lved
on a farm to whom the sun-circled day
is not the portent of a storm. They
have noticed It from their chilihocd
days. The city children were non-
plugsed In reading of the gray banks of
clouds with the rising of the sun. The
sun they see Is over the housetops,
through some dining room window. It
Is an Interesting study for me to ob-
serve how little the city pecple are
tanght to observe nature. That Is
where the couniry ehildren huve the
advantage over their city cousins."—
Milwaukee Sentinel

Natural Ouriosity.

There are bad bargains that we re-
member, sometimes with regret and
often a little bitter amusement. Says
Mrs. B, D. Gillesple, in her “Book of
Remembrance:”

My father had taken some land in
Hiinols for a bad debi, and this he had
pever visited. After bhe had pald taxes
on it for several years, he was asked to
sell the tract. He agreed to do It, and
named the price, which was the sum
he had pald for it, without the taxes.

The deeds were scarcely signed when
my father found that a eity, Peoria,
was growing up on the spot. He was
naturally disappolnted at what seemed
the il luck of the occurrence; but sev-
eral years after, his annoyance wuas
tinged with amusement. A man came
into his office, and asked:

“Are you W. J. Duane?

“Y(‘s‘"

“Did you own the site of the city of
Peorla?®

‘o"es'"

“Did you sell it for $5007"*

“Yes."

The man rose from hls chafr:

“Good-by," said he. "I only thought
1'd Hke to look at you.”

At the Summer Hotel
Proprietor—We have only oue emply
room—Iin the attle,

The haughty applicant—Think I'd be
satisfied with & room In the atiae?
Proprietor—Well, it is oftetnt taken Wy -,‘j
folks who don't expeet to be satisfled =
with it.—Puck. - \

New York's Huge Tax Levy.
New York collects in taxes each year
almost as much as the city’s total

1870, and three years later was affected

wealth of fifty years ago amounted to
3
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